Factors that are critical for plasticity in the visual cortex.
Factors that may be critical for plasticity in the visual cortex are evaluated according to three criteria. (1) Do antagonists to the factor abolish plasticity? (2) Does the concentration or activity of the factor peak with the critical period for plasticity? (3) Does rearing in the dark, which postpones the critical period, affect the factor in a similar fashion? N-methyl-D-aspartate receptors fulfil all three criteria. Metabotropic glutamate receptors fulfil two of them. Most other putative factors do not fulfil more than one.